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Cigarettes have new killing abilities
Everybody knows that smoking kills. Most people know that smoking can cause lung cancer, heart diseases, throat dysfunctions. But did you know that tobacco smoke can cause radioactive radiation to lungs? It really can. Latest studies revealed that tobacco in cigarettes contains radioactive parts of polonium. And the amount of polonium is too big to be overlooked. It has been stated that if a regular smoker who smokes 20 cigarettes a day has 11% chance that he is going to die because of radioactive radiation produced while burning the tobacco. The question is: do the big tobacco companies know about this issue? And if they do, why don’t they do anything about it. The answers may be surprising.
First, let us all learn a little bit about what it actually means that cigarettes contain polonium particulars. As a matter of fact polonium is a “daughter product” of uranium and I think it is a general knowledge that uranium is a radioactive element. When molecules of uranium or any other radioactive element (for example polonium) gets into our bodies it causes serious damage. Once the radiation is in the system there are two kinds of damage it can cause. It is the immediate damage, based on absorption of an enormous amount of radiation. It is mostly the case of nuclear power plants accidents or historical war tragedies such as the explosions in Nagasaki and Hiroshima. In those cases the radiation simply kills the cells in the body which leads to multiple mutations or even to death. The other kind of damage is indirect. This happens when a body or any living organism stays too long near a source of the radiation and absorbs smaller amounts of radiation but in a long period of time. The problems may not occur until several years of exposing to the source of radiation. This is the case of nuclear power plant employees, nuclear scientists, uranium miners and smokers. There is a certain amount of radioactive radiation that we can absorb in our bodies without hardly any damage. What is tricky is to tell where the line is. Until when we can feel save. What will tell us that the concentration is too high? Luckily this problem has been here ever since the scientists started to experiment with radioactive elements in terms of invading a new energy sources and lethal weapons. Nowadays there is a solid system of charts which tell us what kind of radiation in what amount is already dangerous to us. 

Experiments done to find out about this particular danger of smoking revealed that the amount of polonium in a common cigarette with a filter is not even remotely dangerous to our body system in case of “one time use”. This means if you are an occasional smoker who smokes a pack per year, you don’t have to worry and you can enjoy your tobacco moments in peace of knowledge that there is no danger caused by the polonium in your cigarettes that you should be aware of. There are still lots of other things that might kill you as well or at least get you a lung cancer. Who should be really alarmed by this are the regular smokers, who smoke every day. The chances that you are going to die only because of the radiation from smoking are somewhere between 6% and 11% based on charts mentioned above. And this doesn’t even count the other killing aspects of smoking. The actual disease that is caused by the radiation is usually a lung cancer, which makes it hard to tell how many deaths caused by smoking were actually caused by the radiation. Also the presence of polonium in tobacco causes cell mutations and water contamination which lead to very complicated diseases, usually not very curable. 

In history there have been experiments about this issue ever since the knowledge of danger of smoking rose up. Actually in early 60s there was a project that revealed the fact that tobacco contains the molecules of polonium. Later in 1968 there was research made for the owner of one of the biggest tobacco company owning world famous cigarette brands. That research not only confirmed the former research about the presence of polonium in tobacco, but also has come up with a solution of that problem. So called acid wash, would apparently cut the amount of polonium in cigarettes to minimum, and it is not even that expensive. Why then the company owners did not start using this procedure and have not even published the result of that research?  That is a very simply question and it has a very simply but cruel answer. As another research has shown the “acid wash” would cause one other thing besides the nuclear loss. It simply makes the tobacco less addictive. When using this procedure the tobacco loses some of the typical attributes and perhaps a certain part of its taste. And so it would make smokers want their cigarettes less, which is understandably unwanted by those who sell cigarettes. The results of the researches came out much later and not even nowadays these are not very known information. Interesting idea is what would happen if the results had come out already in the 60s when the tobacco firms had already enough troubles with first selling eliminations and first information about smoking dangers. Probably the world would look different now.
The danger of polonium in tobacco may not be the worst of all aspects of smoking, but it is bad enough so we would care. If you are looking for final reason to quit smoking, the fact that it contains molecules of the same element that nuclear weapons are made of, might be strong enough.
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